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The Hellenistic Age, the three extraordinary centuries from the death of
Alexander in 323 B. C. to Octavian's final defeat of Antony and Cleopatra at the
Battle of Actium, has offered a rich and variegated field of exploration for
historians, philosophers, economists, and literary critics. Yet few scholars have
attempted the daunting task of seeing the period whole, of refracting its
achievements and reception through the lens of a single critical mind. Alexander
to Actium was conceived and written to fill that gap.

In this monumental work, Peter Green—noted scholar, writer, and critic—breaks
with the traditional practice of dividing the Hellenistic world into discrete,
repetitious studies of Seleucids, Ptolemies, Antigonids, and Attalids. He instead
treats these successor kingdoms as a single, evolving, interrelated continuum.
The result clarifies the political picture as never before. With the help of over 200
illustrations, Green surveys every significant aspect of Hellenistic cultural
development, from mathematics to medicine, from philosophy to religion, from
literature to the visual arts.

Green offers a particularly trenchant analysis of what has been seen as the
conscious dissemination in the East of Hellenistic culture, and finds it largely a
myth fueled by Victorian scholars seeking justification for a no longer morally
respectable imperialism. His work leaves us with a final impression of the
Hellenistic Age as a world with haunting and disturbing resemblances to our
own. This lively, personal survey of a period as colorful as it is complex will
fascinate the general reader no less than students and scholars.
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The Hellenistic Age, the three extraordinary centuries from the death of Alexander in 323 B. C. to Octavian's
final defeat of Antony and Cleopatra at the Battle of Actium, has offered a rich and variegated field of
exploration for historians, philosophers, economists, and literary critics. Yet few scholars have attempted the
daunting task of seeing the period whole, of refracting its achievements and reception through the lens of a
single critical mind. Alexander to Actium was conceived and written to fill that gap.

In this monumental work, Peter Green—noted scholar, writer, and critic—breaks with the traditional practice
of dividing the Hellenistic world into discrete, repetitious studies of Seleucids, Ptolemies, Antigonids, and
Attalids. He instead treats these successor kingdoms as a single, evolving, interrelated continuum. The result
clarifies the political picture as never before. With the help of over 200 illustrations, Green surveys every
significant aspect of Hellenistic cultural development, from mathematics to medicine, from philosophy to
religion, from literature to the visual arts.

Green offers a particularly trenchant analysis of what has been seen as the conscious dissemination in the
East of Hellenistic culture, and finds it largely a myth fueled by Victorian scholars seeking justification for a
no longer morally respectable imperialism. His work leaves us with a final impression of the Hellenistic Age
as a world with haunting and disturbing resemblances to our own. This lively, personal survey of a period as
colorful as it is complex will fascinate the general reader no less than students and scholars.
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Editorial Review

Review
"A welcome addition to the study of Hellenistic history, which has been notoriously overlooked. Green's text
is supplied with the most complete indexing, chronologies, and genealogies that I have ever encountered in a
history survey."--M. Johnston, "The Classical Outlook

About the Author

Peter Green is Dougherty Centennial Professor of Classics at the University of Texas at Austin. A novelist
and translator as well as a scholar, he is the author of many books, including The Laughter of Aphrodite: A
Novel about Sappho of Lesbos (California, 1993).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Christopher Price:

The e-book untitled Alexander to Actium: The Historical Evolution of the Hellenistic Age is the book that
recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to you. The
language that article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article
author was did a lot of study when write the book, therefore the information that they share for your
requirements is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Alexander to Actium: The Historical
Evolution of the Hellenistic Age from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Jeffery Whitley:

Alexander to Actium: The Historical Evolution of the Hellenistic Age can be one of your beginner books that
are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that will
increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The
article author giving his/her effort to place every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Alexander to
Actium: The Historical Evolution of the Hellenistic Age nevertheless doesn't forget the main level, giving
the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource information that maybe you can be one among it.
This great information can drawn you into new stage of crucial contemplating.

Judith Judd:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book but in addition novel and Alexander to Actium: The Historical
Evolution of the Hellenistic Age as well as others sources were given information for you. After you know
how the great a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or



perhaps students especially. Those publications are helping them to include their knowledge. In some other
case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Alexander to Actium: The Historical Evolution of the
Hellenistic Age to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Linda Bryant:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source that will filled update of news. Within
this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social just
like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in
search of the Alexander to Actium: The Historical Evolution of the Hellenistic Age when you required it?
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