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Brilliant Orangeisabook about Dutch soccer that'snot really about Dutch
soccer. [t's mor e about an enigmatic way of thinking peculiar to a people
whose landscapeis unrelentingly flat, mostly below sea level, ad who owe
their salvation to a boy who plugged a fractured dike with hislittle finger.

If any one thing, Brilliant Orange is about Dutch space and a people whose
unique conception of it has led to ome of the most enduring art, the weirdest
architecture, and a bizarrely crebral form of soccer--Total Football--that led in
1974 to aWorld Cup finals match with arch-rival Germany and more recently to
adevastating loss against Spain in 2010. With itsintricacy and oddity, it
continues to mystify and delght observers around the world. As David Winner
wryly observes, it is an expression of the Dutch psyche that has a shaed ancestry
with the Mondrian's Broadway Boogie Woogie, Rembrandt's Th Night Watch,
maybe even with Gouda cheese.

Finally here in paperbck, Brilliant Orange reaches out to the reader from an
unexpected place and never lets go.
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Brilliant Orangeisa book about Dutch soccer that's not really about Dutch soccer. It's more about an
enigmatic way of thinking peculiar to a people whose landscapeis unrelentingly flat, mostly below sea
level, ad who owetheir salvation to a boy who plugged a fractured dike with hislittle finger.

If any one thing, Brilliant Orange is about Dutch space and a people whose unique conception of it has led to
ome of the most enduring art, the weirdest architecture, and a bizarrely crebral form of soccer--Total
Football--that led in 1974 to a World Cup finals match with arch-rival Germany and more recently to a
devastating loss against Spain in 2010. With itsintricacy and oddity, it continues to mystify and delght
observers around the world. As David Winner wryly observes, it is an expression of the Dutch psyche that
has a shaed ancestry with the Mondrian's Broadway Boogie Woogie, Rembrandt's Th Night Watch, maybe
even with Gouda cheese.

Finally here in paperbck, Brilliant Orange reaches out to the reader from an unexpected place and never lets
go.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist

* Starred Review* Soccer fans will not want to miss this chronicle of the rise of Total Football (soccer, of
course, is known as football everywhere but in North America). What is Total Football? Here you have to
get alittle philosophical; you have to learn to handle phrases like "a new theory of flexible space” to wrap
your mind around the idea that afootball pitch isn't merely a big rectangle. The Dutch, who invented Total
Football about three decades ago, are, according to Winner, a nation of special neurotics. Because space is
aways at apremium in their small country, they've learned to use it in wildly innovative ways. Thisis seen
in their architecture, their art, their society--and their soccer. While other teams were playing the traditional
every-player-in-his-position style of game, the plucky Dutch team called Ajax began playing awhole new
game based on position-switching: defenders would suddenly become attackers and vice versa, thus
substantially reducing the amount of repetitive back-and-forth running. This technique was revolutionary for
itstime (the 1960s), and it propelled Holland to the top of the soccer world. This extremely well written and
exciting book, like Nick Hornby's immensely enjoyable Fever Pitch (1993), catches us up in its enthusiasm
and puts us right there in the grandstands cheering for the Dutch coaches and players who changed the game
of soccer forever. David Pitt

Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
"[An] articulate analysis of Dutch football culture - ESPN

"the definitive guide [to Dutch soccor]" -- "Slate"br
"One of the definitive books of the game." -- "The Times" (Lonon)

"One of those strangely informative books that will... entertin those who have little interest in eithersoccer or
the Netherlands." -- "The Economist"

"This extremel well written and exciting book, like Nick Hornby'simmensely enjoyable ", catchesusup in
its enthusiasm and puts us right there inthe grandstands cheering for the Dutch coaches and players who
changed thegame of soccer forever." -- "Booklist" (starred review)

"Wry, obsessional, digressive, deep...thisisfootball as art, metaphor, cutural signifier." -- "The Guardian”

About the Author
David Winner is the author of Brilliant Orange: The Neurotic Genius of Dutch Soccer, also published by
Overlook.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Tommie Matthews:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside the straightway,


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

hold on guys that aren't like that. This Brilliant Orange: The Neurotic Genius of Dutch Soccer book is
readable simply by you who hate the perfect word style. Y ou will find the facts here are arrange for
enjoyable studying experience without |eaving also decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The
writer regarding Brilliant Orange: The Neurotic Genius of Dutch Soccer content conveys objective easily to
understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just
different by means of it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Brilliant Orange: The Neurotic Genius of Dutch
Soccer is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Teresa Graham:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the concept Brilliant Orange:
The Neurotic Genius of Dutch Soccer suitable to you? The book was written by well-known writer in this
era. The particular book untitled Brilliant Orange: The Neurotic Genius of Dutch Socceris the one of severa
books which everyone read now. This specific book was inspired many men and women in the world. When
you read this e-book you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know previous to. The author
explained their concept in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to recognise the core of this guide.
This book will give you awide range of information about this world now. To help you see the represented
of the world in this book.

Stephen Galvan:

Y ou can spend your free time to learn this book this book. This Brilliant Orange: The Neurotic Genius of
Dutch Soccer is simple to bring you can read it in the area, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not
have much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you better to
read it. Y ou can save the book in your smart phone. And so there are alot of benefits that you will get when
you buy this book.

Margaret Ochoa:

Many people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a guide. They are directly felt this when they
get a half regions of the book. Y ou can choose the actual book Brilliant Orange: The Neurotic Genius of
Dutch Soccer to make your own reading isinteresting. Y our current skill of reading expertise is developing
when you like reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the
impression about book and looking at especialy. It isto be 1st opinion for you to like to open a book and
study it. Beside that the book Brilliant Orange: The Neurotic Genius of Dutch Soccer can to be a newly
purchased friend when you're really feel aone and confuse with the information must you're doing of the
time.
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