Cities: Reimagining the Urban

By Ash Amin, Nigel Thrift

Read Online ©

Cities: Reimagining the Urban By Ash Amin, Nigel Thrift

This book develops afresh and challenging perspective on the city. Drawing on a
wide and diverse range of material and texts, it argues that too much
contemporary urban theory is based on nostalgia for a humane, face-to-face and
bounded city. Amin and Thrift maintain that the traditional divide between the
city and the rest of the world has been perforated through urban encroachment,
the thickening of the links between the two, and urbanization as away of life.

They outline an innovative sociology of the city that scatters urban life dlong a
series of sites and circulations, reinstating previously suppressed areas of
contemporary urban life: from the presence of non-human activity to the
centrality of distant connections. The implications of this viewpoint are traced
through a series of chapters on power, economy and democracy.

This concise and accessible book will be of interest to students and scholarsin
sociology, geography, urban studies, cultural studies and politics.
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This book develops a fresh and challenging perspective on the city. Drawing on a wide and diverse range of
material and texts, it argues that too much contemporary urban theory is based on nostalgia for a humane,
face-to-face and bounded city. Amin and Thrift maintain that the traditional divide between the city and the
rest of the world has been perforated through urban encroachment, the thickening of the links between the
two, and urbanization as away of life.

They outline an innovative sociology of the city that scatters urban life along a series of sites and
circulations, reinstating previously suppressed areas of contemporary urban life: from the presence of non-
human activity to the centrality of distant connections. The implications of this viewpoint are traced through
aseries of chapters on power, economy and democracy.

This concise and accessible book will be of interest to students and scholars in sociology, geography, urban
studies, cultural studies and politics.
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Editorial Review

Review

"An important recent intervention in debates about the city, and a response to the tendency of urban
geography to focus on the big issues at the expense of the everyday. It places the seemingly trivial and
mundane at the heart of a reimagined geography of cities as connected, distributed and plural."

Times Higher Education

"In thisimportant and provocative book, Amin and Thrift set out the rudiments of what might be termed a
'post -urban sociology...The book is certainly an intellectual tour-de-force. It fizzes with ideas and brings a
range of novel perspectivesto bear...I will certainly be looking forward to reading the future works of these
writers'

Sociology

"A wonderfully incisive dissection of new configurations of "cities" in the contemporary world."
John Urry, Lancaster University

"A brilliant re-viewing of cities. Bursting with fresh insights, it demands that we see and hear urban life and
the everyday workings of the metropolisin new ways, that we re-cognize urban complexities, that we
resensitize ourselvesto al the transitory conjunctures and disjunctures through which the urban is
perpetualy (re)constituted, that we reconceive the terrain of urban political possibility. In short, if thereis
one book to be read on contemporary urban phenomena, thisis ungquestionably it."

Allan Pred, University of California at Berkeley

From the Back Cover

This book develops a fresh and challenging perspective on the city. Drawing on awide and diverse range of
material and texts, it argues that too much contemporary urban theory is based on nostalgia for a humane,
face-to-face and bounded city. Amin and Thrift maintain that the traditional divide between the city and the
rest of the world has been perforated through urban encroachment, the thickening of the links between the
two, and urbanization as away of life.

They outline an innovative sociology of the city that scatters urban life along a series of sites and
circulations, reinstating previously suppressed areas of contemporary urban life: from the presence of non-
human activity to the centrality of distant connections. The implications of this viewpoint are traced through
a series of chapters on power, economy and democracy.

This concise and accessible book will be of interest to students and scholars in sociology, geography, urban
studies, cultural studies and politics.

About the Author
Ash Amin is Professor of Geography at the University of Durham.



Nigel Thrift is Professor of Geographical Sciences at the University of Bristol.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Stephen Conway:

In this period of time globalization it isimportant to someone to acquire information. The information will
make anyone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
better to share. You can find alot of sources to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. Y ou will observe that now, alot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to you is Cities. Reimagining the Urban this book consist alot of the information on the
condition of thisworld now. This kind of book was represented how can the world has grown up. The dialect
styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some exploration when he
makes this book. That iswhy this book ideal all of you.

Jean Spence:

Aswe know that book is very important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we want. A book is agroup of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
had been exactly added. This guide Cities: Reimagining the Urban was filled with regards to science. Spend
your extratime to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has
various feel when they reading any book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can sense enjoy to
read areserve. In the modern eralike today, many ways to get book which you wanted.

Nancy Jones:

Asauniversity student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library
or to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's internal
or real their passion. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to generally
there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in addition to can't
see colorful images on there. Yeah, it isto get complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As
we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore, this Cities: Reimagining the Urban can make you feel more interested to
read.

Valentin Gonzalez:

Book is one of source of know-how. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen have to have book to know the upgrade information of year to be able to year. Aswe know
those textbooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.
From the book Cities: Reimagining the Urban we can acquire more advantage. Don't someone to be creative
people? Being creative person must choose to read a book. Merely choose the best book that suitable with
your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this time book Cities: Reimagining the Urban. Y ou can



more inviting than now.
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