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Cosmology, Calendars, and Horizon-Based Astronomy in Ancient Mesoamerica
isaninterdisciplinary tour de force that establishes the critical role astronomy
played in the religious and civic lives of the ancient peoples of Mesoamerica.
Providing extraordinary examples of how Precolumbian peoples merged ideas
about the cosmos with those concerning calendar and astronomy, the volume
showcases the value of detailed examinations of astronomical datafor
understanding ancient cultures.

The volumeis divided into three sections: investigations into Mesoamerican
horizon-based astronomy, the cosmological principles expressed in
Mesoamerican religious imagery and rituals related to astronomy, and the aspects
of Mesoamerican calendars related to archaeoastronomy. It also provides cutting-
edge research on diverse topics such as records of calendar and horizon-based
astronomical observation (like the Dresden and Borgia codices), iconography of
burial assemblages, architectural alignment studies, urban planning, and counting
or measuring devices.

Contributors—who are among the most respected in their fields— explore new
dimensions in Mesoamerican timekeeping and skywatching in the Olmec, Maya,
Teotihuacano, Zapotec, and Aztec cultures. It will be of great interest to students
and scholars of anthropology, archaeology, art history, and astronomy.
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Cosmology, Calendars, and Horizon-Based Astronomy in Ancient Mesoamerica is an interdisciplinary tour
de force that establishes the critical role astronomy played in the religious and civic lives of the ancient
peoples of Mesoamerica. Providing extraordinary examples of how Precolumbian peoples merged ideas
about the cosmos with those concerning calendar and astronomy, the volume showcases the value of detailed
examinations of astronomical datafor understanding ancient cultures.

The volumeis divided into three sections: investigations into Mesoamerican horizon-based astronomy, the
cosmological principles expressed in Mesoamerican religious imagery and rituals related to astronomy, and
the aspects of Mesoamerican calendars related to archaeoastronomy. It also provides cutting-edge research
on diverse topics such as records of calendar and horizon-based astronomical observation (like the Dresden
and Borgia codices), iconography of burial assemblages, architectural alignment studies, urban planning, and
counting or measuring devices.

Contributors—who are among the most respected in their fields— explore new dimensions in Mesoamerican
timekeeping and skywatching in the Olmec, Maya, Teotihuacano, Zapotec, and Aztec cultures. It will be of
great interest to students and scholars of anthropology, archaeology, art history, and astronomy.
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Editorial Review

Review

“ An excellent snapshot of the value of cultural astronomy to interpretations of ancient Mesoamerican
cultures.”
—Arlen F. Chase, University of Central Florida

"[We] can declare this volume a success and a worthy tribute to its honoree [ Anthony Aveni]."
—Anthropology Review Database

"[Mesoamerican astronomical research] has evolved into a 'robust, disciplined, and . . . detailed enterprise
represented by the excellent essaysin thisvolume. . . . Highly recommended.”
—CHOICE

“This compilation by noted scholars honors Aveni’s work and reflects on how and where cities were built,
how architectural orientations were determined, when crops were planted, and how these ancient peoples
marked the passage of time.”

—Concord Academy Magazine

"Thiswork constitutes a valuable contribution to archaeoastronomy in Mesoamerica."
—L atin American Antiquity

"?[ Aln authoritative collection of scholarship concerning the importance of the sky and? ?celestial objects
in ancient Mesoamerican cultures.”
—IlsisJournal

About the Author

Anne S. Dowd is principal archaeologist at ArchasoL OGIC USA and winner of the Eben Demarest Trust
Award for excellence in archaeology (1998), Brown University's Watson Smith Prize Honorable Mention
(1998), the Geochron Research Award (1996), and the Daryle Bogenreif Award (2010). Susan Milbrath is
curator of Latin American art and archaeology at the Florida Museum of Natural History and an affiliate
professor of anthropology at the University of Florida. She is the author of Sar Gods of the Maya and
Heaven and Earth in Ancient Mexico.

Users Review
From reader reviews:

Lisa Knight:

Book isto be different for each grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. Asyou



may know that book is very important normally. The book Cosmology, Caendars, and Horizon-Based
Astronomy in Ancient Mesoamerica had been making you to know about other knowledge and of course you
can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The publication Cosmology, Calendars, and
Horizon-Based Astronomy in Ancient Mesoamericais not only giving you alot more new information but
also to be your friend when you experience bored. Y ou can spend your own persona spend time to read your
guide. Try to make relationship together with the book Cosmology, Calendars, and Horizon-Based
Astronomy in Ancient Mesoamerica. You never truly feel lose out for everything in the event you read some
books.

Treva Ritter:

The event that you get from Cosmology, Calendars, and Horizon-Based Astronomy in Ancient Mesoamerica
isamore deep you rooting the information that hide within the words the more you get considering reading
it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but Cosmology, Calendars, and Horizon-Based
Astronomy in Ancient Mesoamerica giving you excitement feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their
point in certain way that can be understood by simply anyone who read the item because the author of this e-
book is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy
to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for
having this Cosmology, Calendars, and Horizon-Based Astronomy in Ancient Mesoamerica instantly.

Cassandra Harvey:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Cosmology, Calendars, and Horizon-Based Astronomy in Ancient Mesoamerica your brain will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can be your mind
friends. Imaging each and every word written in a guide then become one contact form conclusion and
explanation that maybe you never get ahead of. The Cosmology, Calendars, and Horizon-Based Astronomy
in Ancient Mesoamerica giving you an additional experience more than blown away the mind but also giving
you useful information for your better life in this particular era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern
isyour body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning an activity.
Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Hilary Winters:

Publication is one of source of understanding. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen require book to know the revise information of year in order to year. Aswe know those
publications have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world.
Through the book Cosmology, Calendars, and Horizon-Based Astronomy in Ancient Mesoamerica we can
take more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? Being creative person must prefer to read a book. Just
simply choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this
book Cosmology, Calendars, and Horizon-Based Astronomy in Ancient Mesoamerica. Y ou can more
attractive than now.
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