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If nobody wants him, that's fine.He'll just take care of himself.

When his father dies, Dave knows nothing will ever be thesame. And then it
happens. Dave landsin an orphanage—the cold and strict Hebrew Home for
Boysin Harlem—far from the life he knew on the Lower East Side. But he's not
so worried. He knows helll be okay. He alwaysis. If it doesn't work out, he'll just
leave, find a better place to stay. But it's not that ssimple.

Outside the gates of the orphanage, the nighttime streets of Harlem buzz with
jazz musicians and swindlers; exclusive parties and mystifying strangers. Inside,
another world unfolds, thick with rare friendships and bitter enemies. Perhaps
somewhere, among it al, Dave can find a place that feels like home.
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If nobody wants him, that's fine.He'll just take care of himself.

When his father dies, Dave knows nothing will ever be thesame. And then it happens. Dave landsin an
orphanage—the cold and strict Hebrew Home for Boysin Harlem—far from the life he knew on the Lower
East Side. But he's not so worried. He knows he'll be okay. He alwaysis. If it doesn't work out, he'll just
leave, find a better place to stay. But it's not that simple.

Outside the gates of the orphanage, the nighttime streets of Harlem buzz with jazz musicians and swindlers;
exclusive parties and mystifying strangers. Inside, another world unfolds, thick with rare friendships and
bitter enemies. Perhaps somewhere, among it al, Dave can find a place that feels like home.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

"Gideon the Genius' and "Dave the Daredevil," their father called them: two Jewish boys growing up in
1920s New Y ork, playing stickball and--in Dave's case--getting into trouble. But when their father dies,
Dave finds himself separated from his older brother and thrust into the cold halls of the HHB, the Hebrew
Home for Boys (which he later dubs the "Hopel ess House of Beggars' and the "Hell Hole for Brats," among
other things).

Eager to escape the strict rules, constant bullying, and tasteless gruel of the orphanage, the Daredevil hops
the wall one night to explore the streets of Harlem. He hears what he thinks is someone--or something?--
laughing, but traces the sound to a late-night trumpeter shuffling backward into awild "rent party." And just
as quickly as he'd found himself stuck in the HHB, Dave isimmersed in yet another world--the swinging
salons and speakeasies of the Harlem Renaissance. Cramped, crazy parties packed with the likes of Langston
Hughes and Countee Cullen give Dave refuge from life at the orphanage and awaken his artistic bent. And
Dave's new friends, among them a grandfatherly "gonif" (*somebody who fools people out of their money")
and ayoung "colored" heiress who takes a shine to him, help turn things around for him at the HHB.

The skilled Gail Carson Levine, Newbery Medal-winning author of Ella Enchanted, clearly tellsthistale
from her heart, as the story is based on her own father's childhood spent in the real-life HOA (Hebrew
Orphan Asylum). (Ages 8 to 12) --Paul Hughes

From Publishers Weekly

In adramatic departure from her fairy tale fare, Levine (Ella Enchanted) creates a chiaroscuro effect as she
contrasts the bleak days and colorful nights of Dave Caros, an orphan growing up amid the Harlem
Renaissance. When his woodcarver father diesin October 1926, Dave's older brother, Gideon, goesto live
with their Uncle Jack in Chicago, but none of Dave's relatives can afford to take him. Dave's stepmother
places him at the Hebrew Home for Boys (nicknamed Hell Hole for Brats), and the 11-year-old vows to run
away. But first he must retrieve his most prized possession, hisfather's carving of Noah's Ark, which was
stolen by the superintendent Mr. Bloom (aka"Doom"), who isinfamous for beating up boys. In the
meantime, Dave finds away to sneak off the grounds for the evening. Thus begins Dave's secret life,
revealed through his first-person narrative. On hisfirst night out, he meets Solly, a self-proclaimed "gonif"
with a heart of gold, who uses Dave as asidekick in his fortune-telling gigs. Solly introduces him to an
avant-garde group of thinkers, painters, writers, musicians and Irma L ee, the young niece of a prominent
African-American socialite. As Dave waits for the opportunity to reclaim his carving, he settlesinto his
double life. Hisfellow "elevens' at the orphanage emerge as distinct, colorful personalities who come
through for him time and again. Mr. Hillinger, the unwittingly hilarious art teacher who cannot complete a
sentence, becomes a champion for Dave's artistic talents. And his nocturnal adventures lead to an abiding
friendship with pretty and kind Irma LeeAas well as shed light on afascinating corner of American history.
In describing 1920s Harlem from a child's perspective, Levine articulates what it might have been like for
anyone exposed to such innovation in art or the sounds of jazz for the first time: "It was wide-awake music,
nothing like the waltzes Papa used to whistle. If | could have painted it, | would have used bright colors and
short straight lines." This poignant and energetic novel, inspired by the author's father's childhood, comes
with an al's-well-that-ends-well conclusion that brings a sense of belonging to Dave and his orphan friends,
yet delivers a surprise aswell. The Artful Dodger has met his match in Dave. Ages 8-12. (Sept.)

Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.



From School Library Journal

Grade 5-9-A cross between Oliver Twist and afairy tale, this charming story set on the edge of Harlem in
1926 features feisty troublemaker Dave. His father has died; neither his stepmother nor his poor, immigrant
relatives feel they can support him. Thus, heis sent to the Hebrew Home for Boys, known by its "inmates' as
the "Hell Hole for Brats," and is stripped of all of his possessions, most importantly an exquisite Noah's Ark
that was carved by his father. Most of the adults Dave encounters are petty and brutal. He forms an alliance
with the other "elevens’ but vows to escape as soon as he recovers his carving. He sneaks out at night, and
the sound of a"laughing trumpet" lures him to a nearby building where a dollar bill, a veritable fortune,
wafts down from awindow. He meets Solomon Gruber, afortune teller, who makes Dave an unofficial
grandson and whisks him off the streets into a party where he meets Irma L eg, ayoung black heiress whose
mother runs salons for artists, authors, and musicians of the Harlem Renaissance. This chance encounter
proves to be the boy's ultimate salvation. Asin al fairy tales, characters are clearly good or evil, and Dave's
story ends almost happily ever after. The magic comes from Levine's language and characterization. This
novel will provide inspiration for all children while offering a unique view of a culturally diverse New Y ork
City. Readers will celebrate life with Dave and will recognize that fortitude and chutzpah are keysto his
success, with a generous helping of good luck and good friends thrown in for good measure.

Alice Casey Smith, Sayreville War Memorial High School, NJ

Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
ChrisBarrentine:

Precisely why? Because this Dave at Night is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting
for you to snap the idea but latter it will jolt you with the secret it inside. Reading this book beside it was
fantastic author who all write the book in such awesome way makes the content interior easier to understand,
entertaining approach but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not hesitating
having this any more or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you alot of benefits than the
other book possess such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking means. So, still want
to hesitate having that book? If | had been you | will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Goldie Oleary:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its include may
doesn't work is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic asin the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be Dave at Night why because the fantastic cover that make you
consider about the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside
or maybe cover. Y our reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Michael Davis:

Do you like reading areserve? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many question for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book and also novel and Dave at Night or perhaps others sources were



given understanding for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel desire to read more and
more. Science e-book was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those textbooks are helping
them to include their knowledge. In various other case, beside science publication, any other book likes Dave
at Night to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Lynne Silva:

A lot of people said that they feel bored tiff when they reading areserve. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half elements of the book. Y ou can choose the book Dave at Night to make your current
reading isinteresting. Y our personal skill of reading skill is developing when you just like reading. Try to
choose easy book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the impression about book and reading
especialy. It isto be very first opinion for you to like to start a book and go through it. Beside that the guide
Dave at Night can to be your new friend when you're feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of
the time.
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