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ACCLAIM FOR ENIGMA

“CRACKING STUFF...VIVID AND HITHERTO UNKNOWN DETAILS.”
—Sunday Times (London)

“IN A CROWD OF BOOKS DEALING WITH THE ALLIED BREAKING OF
THE WORLD WAR Il CIPHER MACHINE ENIGMA, HUGH SEBAG-
MONTEFIORE HAS SCORED A SCOOP.” “Washington Post

Winston Churchill called the cracking of the German Enigma Code “the secret
weapon that won the war.” Now, for the first time, noted British journalist Hugh-
Sebag-Montefiore revea s the complete story of the breaking of the code by the
Allies—the breaking that played a crucia role in the outcome of World War 1.

This fascinating account relates the never-before-told, hair-raising stories of the
heroic British and American sailors, spies, and secret agents who faced death in
order to capture vital codebooks from sinking ships and snatch them from under
the noses of Nazi officials. Sebag-Montefiore also relates new details about the
genesis of the code, little-known facts about how the Poles first cracked the
Luftwaffe’' s version of the code (and then passed it along to the British), and the
feverish activities at Bletchley Park, Based in part on documents recently
unearthed from American and British archives—including previously
confidential government files—and in part on unforgettable, firsthand accounts
of surviving witnesses, Enigma unearths the stunning truth about the brilliant
piece of decryption that changed history.
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ACCLAIM FOR ENIGMA
“CRACKING STUFF...VIVID AND HITHERTO UNKNOWN DETAILS.” —Sunday Times (L ondon)

“IN A CROWD OF BOOKS DEALING WITH THE ALLIED BREAKING OF THE WORLD WARI I
CIPHER MACHINE ENIGMA, HUGH SEBAG-MONTEFIORE HAS SCORED A SCOOP.”
—Washington Post

Winston Churchill called the cracking of the German Enigma Code “the secret weapon that won the war.”
Now, for thefirst time, noted British journalist Hugh-Sebag-Montefiore reveals the complete story of the
breaking of the code by the Allies—the breaking that played a crucial role in the outcome of World War I1.

This fascinating account relates the never-before-told, hair-raising stories of the heroic British and American
sailors, spies, and secret agents who faced death in order to capture vital codebooks from sinking ships and
snatch them from under the noses of Nazi officials. Sebag-Montefiore also relates new details about the
genesis of the code, little-known facts about how the Polesfirst cracked the Luftwaffe’ s version of the code
(and then passed it along to the British), and the feverish activities at Bletchley Park, Based in part on
documents recently unearthed from American and British archives—including previously confidential
government files—and in part on unforgettable, firsthand accounts of surviving witnesses, Enigma unearths
the stunning truth about the brilliant piece of decryption that changed history.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist

Few of the great espionage successes of the twentieth century were engineered by dashing, James Bond-type
agents. Rather, many of the "heroes' of spying were anonymous people performing seemingly tedious tasks
of gathering countless bits of information, analyzing them, and trying to assemble coherent conclusions from
them. Sebag-Montefiore is an attorney and journalist. The key playersin this saga are not the stuff of which
romantic action thrillers are made. Still, the story itself, describing the breaking of the German naval code
during World War |1, is both engrossing and exciting. Much of the information presented here is based on
recently declassified documents. The parade of characters includes ordinary seamen, double agents, and
technical experts who manage to"B decipher what seems indeci pherable, even to some of their peers. The
result isareal-life thriller that should entice historians, fans of the spy genre, and ordinary readers who
appreciate a tense, dramatic, and superbly told story. Jay Freeman

Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
In acrowd of books dealing with the Allied breaking of the World War 1| German cipher machine Enigma,
Hugh Sebag-Montifiore has scored a scoop.

The original 1931 solution to Enigma depended on information sold by a German cryptographic employee.
In the course of my own researches on code-breaking, | had learned his name (Hans Thilo Schmidt), his Nazi
Party number (738,736) and that he was the brother of arenowned panzer general (Rudolf Schmidt). But
neither | nor later authors had gone beyond this point. Gestapo records of his arrest had vanished, files of the
People's Court which would have tried him, had been destroyed, the name was common, and the events were
well over half a century old. It seemed impossible to learn any more about the World War 11 era's most
important spy-more important than Richard Sorge, more important than Cicero, more important to that
conflict than even the atomic spies.

Sebag-Montifiore drove beyond the obstacles to find Schmidt's daughter. She depicted an affectionate father
whose sife's family business had failed in the great inflation of 1924, who seduced one housemaid after
another, who always needed money. She told of seeing him after his arrest by the Gestapo, of giving him
cyanide pills, of identifying his body, of hisburial in an unmarked grave next to his parents. Sebag-
Montifiore has fleshed out a name, and we historians of the intelligence world are grateful.

The bulk of the book recounts British naval actions mounted to seize the documents that permitted them to
set about solving the more complicated Kriegsmarine version of the Enigma. Some of these sagas have been
sung before. But not all have. Many new British and American documents have been declassified in recent
years, and Sebag-Montifiore, a British journalist, has a remarkable talent in finding survivors. He has used
both sourcesto tell new tales and to add to the old.

Take, for example, the tale of HM S Petard. Its captain wanted desperately to capture a U-boat and seize its
Enigma-not realizing that its associated keying papers were more important than the machine itself, whose
innards the Allies had long since reconstructed. The destroyer forced U-559 to the surface off Haifa. Its crew
abandoned her, and a Royal Navy officer and two seamen swam to enter her and rescue the Enigma and any
papers. They managed to send up valuable papers before the submarine sank suddenly, taking them with her.
The papers were sent to the British code-breaking establishment at Bletchley Park, a country mansion
northwest of London. There British cryptanalysts, who had not been able to crack U-boat Enigma messages


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

for most of 1942, started reading them again.

Such details have already been told. Sebag-Montifiore adds what was happening in U559 while Petard was
depth charging it-carbon monoxide made the crew lightheaded, two members panicked-though unfortunately
he does not cite any sources for this. He provides more details on the heroism of the British sailors and tells
about King George VI decorating a survivor. So although he does not alter our knowledge of the eventsin
any significant way, he does humanize them more.

He also enlarges the story by telling what was happening on the spy front, how the Germans were led to
Schmidt, how they failed to learn of early Polish and French solutions to the Enigma, how a U.S. task force
also captured a submarine-the U505, now at the Chicago Museum of Science and Industry. He rightly asserts
that Sublieutenant David Balme, whose entering the surfaced U-110 to grab and Enigma perhaps inspired the
recent movie "U-571," should have been awarded the George Cross. Six appendixes give technical details.

The books content exceedsitsform. It is adequately but not elegantly written. Too many errors of detail and
grammar pock it, and the author is prone to clich?. The book's chief merit liesin its new information, though
it lacks a summary of the vliaue of the cryptanalysts work. In addition, a paragraph or two fitting the code
battle of the Atlantic into the Allies great crypologic victory of World War 11, which shortened that conflict,
would have helped. But the book is superior to the others on its subject. Anin away Sebag-Montifioreisthe
right man to have written it. His great-great-grandfather once owned Bletchley Park.

--The Washington Post

From the Inside Flap

Winston Churchill called the cracking of the German Enigma code "the secret weapon that won the war."
Now, for thefirst time, Hugh Sebag-Montefiore reveal s the compl ete story of the breaking of the code by the
Allies—the breakthrough that played a crucial role in the outcome of World War 1.

Until recently, most historians exclusively credited the brilliant mathematicians and professors at Bletchley
Park—Britain’s famous World War |1 counterintelligence station—for breaking the elusive Enigma code. But
as this spellbinding narrative recounts, while Bletchley stars such as Alan Turing and Harry Hinsley made
outstanding contributions, the critical breaking of the code depended on the work of a much larger group of
heroes, most of them unsung.

Masterfully told and engagingly written, Enigma not only presents fascinating new details about the genesis
of the code and the secret work at Bletchley but also tells the hair-raising stories of those who selflessly put
their lives on the line to provide the codebreakers with the materials they needed. We get a compelling
glimpse of the daring exploits of secret agents and spies, naval officers and ordinary seamen—the courageous
men and women who risked their lives, and in some cases |lost them, snatching the vital codebooks from
under the noses of Nazi officials and from sinking German ships and submarines.

From Hans Thilo Schmidt, the German who gave the Alliestheir first clues on how to break Enigma, to
Lieutenant Commander Mark Thornton, who masterminded the capture of codebooks from a German U-
boat, Enigma deftly delivers sharply etched portraits of the many heroic but hitherto unknown British and
American sailors without whose bravery Enigmawould never have been broken.

Asthe story unfolds, many of the last surviving witnesses to the Enigma drama-some of them speaking on
record for the first time—provide unforgettabl e firsthand accounts, vividly reconstructing their daring
exploits. Sebag-Montefiore introduces us to the head of French counterintelligence, who contributes details



of the spying and double-crossing that took place in the race to break the Enigma code and discloses little-
known facts about how the Poles first cracked the Luftwaffe' s version of the code and then managed to pass
it along to the British.

Based in part on documents recently unearthed from American and British archives-including previously
confidential government files—and in part on several surviving witnesses to the saga, Enigmatells the
stunning story of the brilliant piece of decryption that changed history.

Users Review

From reader reviews:
Jerrod Spicher:

With other case, little men and women like to read book Enigma: The Battle for the Code. Y ou can choose
the best book if you want reading abook. Aslong as we know about how is important some sort of book
Enigma: The Battle for the Code. Y ou can add know-how and of course you can around the world by the
book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can understand everything! From your country until
finally foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you may
know that. In this era, we can open a book as well as searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. Y ou can
utilize it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's go through.

M ar cos Ander son:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even restricted. What people must be consider when those
information which isinside former life are difficult to be find than now istaking seriously which one would
work to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable resource then you get it
as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will not happen
with you if you take Enigma: The Battle for the Code as the daily resource information.

Carlee Smith:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Attempt to pick
one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its protect may doesn't work is difficult job
because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic asin the outside look likes. Maybe you
answer can be Enigma: The Battle for the Code why because the wonderful cover that make you consider in
regards to the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside
aswell as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Candace M athieu:

Asapupil exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library as well asto
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's internal or
rea their pastime. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there



but nothing reading really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it isto be complicated. Book is very important for you personaly. As
we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says,
ways to reach Chinese's country. So, this Enigma: The Battle for the Code can make you truly feel more
interested to read.
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