
Fairest of Them All

By Teresa Medeiros

Fairest of Them All By Teresa Medeiros

She was rumored to be the fairest woman in all of England. But Holly de Chastel
considered her beauty a curse. She had turned away scores of suitors with various
ruses, both fair and foul. Now she was to be the prize in a tournament of eager
knights. Holly had no intention of wedding any of them and concocted a plan to
disguise her beauty. Yet she didn't reckon on Sir Austyn of Gavenmore. The
darkly handsome Welshman was looking for a plain bride and Holly seemed to
fit the bill. When he learned that he'd been tricked, it was too late. Sir Austyn was
already in love—and under the dark curse of Gavenmore...
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Medeiros (A Whisper of Roses) pens the ultimate romantic fantasy: a beautiful woman falls in love with a
handsome man and they live happily ever after. The challenge is to give the old theme a new twist, and that
Medeiros does with a bang. Holly de Chastel, the fairest woman in England, considers her beauty a curse. So
far, Holly's trickery and deceit have scared off her suitors, but her father has come up with a foolproof plan
to get her wed: a tournament in which the best man wins Holly. Medeiros's already humorous tone turns
hilarious when Holly shows herself to the retinue of brave knights?but in disguise as an ugly hag. Only two
accept the challenge, and her hand is won by Sir Austyn of Gavenmore, who needs Holly's dowry to restore
his home and his honor. He learns to love Holly for her inner beauty, but love is forgotten when Holly's
secret is revealed. "Let beauty be your doom" was the curse the faerie queen put upon one of Sir Austyn's
ancestors, and every Gavenmore man since has been doomed by beauty. This "happily ever after" is a hard-
won battle, but one romantics will relish.
Copyright 1995 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
Spoiled, headstrong Holly de Chastel views her legendary beauty as a curse. Her father has brought scores of
suitors before her, and Holly has chased off every one. Finally, the Duke feels pushed to the edge. In a fit of
exasperation, he decides to hold a jousting tournament, with Holly's hand in marriage as the prize. The news
travels quickly, and as befitting such a famous beauty, the castle is soon packed to the rafters with knights
seeking to win the fair maiden. Only most of them scuttle out of the courtyard at their first sight of Holly.
The rumors of her beauty have been some kind of cruel joke. The woman who appears before the assemblage
is ugly, horribly ugly. With the assistance of her maid, Holly has hacked off her hair, stained her teeth a
filthy brown, and padded her clothing to create a body that's lumpy in all the wrong places. Ugly suits Sir
Austyn of Gavenmore, and the towering Welshman joins the tournament in earnest. He's not interested in
winning a beauty, indeed he plans to stay as far away from beautiful women as he can. He knows he's
doomed by The Gavenmore Curse. All of the men in his family have married beautiful women, and all have
mistreated and murdered their wives in fits of jealous rage. Austyn has no intention of fulfilling his
birthright. What he does need is money to refurbish his crumbling castle, and the fair Holly has a substantial
dowry. Of course once he lays eyes on her, Austyn understands the necessity of such a large purse. A
fearsome warrior, Austyn wins the tournament and starts off for Wales with his new bride. As they travel
across England, Holly and Austyn come to care for each other. Holly itches to reveal her true self to her new
husband, but she soon learns of the curse, and Austyn's determination to stay far away from beautiful
women. Somehow, someday Holly knows he will have to learn the truth. She only hopes he can learn to love
her anyway.Clever and well told. Ms. Medeiros creates real, three dimensional characters. Fast-paced and
sensual. An intriguing story wrapped in rich historical detail.Annette Carney -- Copyright © 1994-97
Literary Times, Inc. All rights reserved -- From Literary Times

From the Publisher
She was rumored to be the fairest woman in all of England. But Holly de Chastel considered her beauty a
curse. She had turned away scores of suitors with various ruses, both fair and foul. Now she was to be the
prize in a tournament of eager knights. Holly had no intention of wedding any of them and concocted a plan
to disguise her beauty. Yet she didn't reckon on Sir Austyn of Gavenmore. The darkly handsome Welshman
was looking for a plain bride and Holly seemed to fit the bill. When he learned that he'd been tricked, it was
too late. Sir Austyn was already in love -- and under the dark curse of Gavenmore...



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Amber Orlowski:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that book has different
type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby will be reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you should have this Fairest of Them All.

Zola Campbell:

The book Fairest of Them All gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make
your capable much more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting tension or having big
problem along with your subject. If you can make reading a book Fairest of Them All to be your habit, you
can get far more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects.
You are able to know everything if you like available and read a reserve Fairest of Them All. Kinds of book
are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this
reserve?

Charles Smith:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not striving Fairest of Them All that give your
pleasure preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be
said as the opportinity for people to know world much better then how they react towards the world. It can't
be stated constantly that reading practice only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to
be success person. So , for every you who want to start examining as your good habit, you could pick Fairest
of Them All become your own personal starter.

Ellis Cook:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our information for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we wish. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year ended up
being exactly added. This book Fairest of Them All was filled concerning science. Spend your time to add
your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading a book. If
you know how big benefit of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like
currently, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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