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Research design is fundamental to all scientific endeavors, at al levelsand in al
institutional settings. In many social science disciplines, however, scholars
working in an interpretive-qualitative tradition get little guidance on this aspect
of research from the positivist-centered training they receive. Thisbook isan
authoritative examination of the concepts and processes underlying the design of
an interpretive research project. Such an approach to design starts with the
recognition that researchers are inevitably embedded in the intersubjective social
processes of the worlds they study.

In focusing on researchers’ theoretical, ontological, epistemological, and
methods choices in designing research projects, Schwartz-Sheaand Y anow set
the stage for other volumesin the Routledge Series on Inter pretive Methods.
They aso engage some very practical issues, such as ethics reviews and the
structure of research proposals. This concise guide explores where research
guestions come from, criteriafor evaluating research designs, how interpretive
researchers engage with "world-making,” context, systematicity and flexibility,
reflexivity and positionality, and such contemporary issues as data archiving and
the researcher’ sbody in the field.
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Research design is fundamental to all scientific endeavors, at al levelsand in al institutional settings. In
many social science disciplines, however, scholars working in an interpretive-qualitative tradition get little
guidance on this aspect of research from the positivist-centered training they receive. This book isan
authoritative examination of the concepts and processes underlying the design of an interpretive research
project. Such an approach to design starts with the recognition that researchers are inevitably embedded in
the intersubjective social processes of the worlds they study.

In focusing on researchers’ theoretical, ontological, epistemological, and methods choicesin designing
research projects, Schwartz-Shea and Y anow set the stage for other volumes in the Routledge Series on
Interpretive Methods. They also engage some very practical issues, such as ethics reviews and the structure
of research proposals. This concise guide explores where research questions come from, criteriafor
evaluating research designs, how interpretive researchers engage with "world-making," context,
systematicity and flexibility, reflexivity and positionality, and such contemporary issues as data archiving
and the researcher’ s body in the field.
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Editorial Review
Review

"Peregrine Schwartz-Shea and Dvora Y anow’ s Interpretive Research Design: Concepts and Processes is not
a"how-to" book nor it is a philosophical meditation on the differences among methodol ogies, though both of
these elements are present. Rather it is a book about "the good" and "the other,” the criteria we use to
evaluate what counts as "research” in social science, and the politics of categorization. . . . It isan important
and eminently readable book that deserves a wide readership among researchers, grant reviewers, journal
editors, and graduate students."

-Thomas J. Catlaw, for Journal of Public Administration Research and Theory

"Schwartz-Shea and Y anow answer all the questions that pester and unnerve fieldworkers, in language that is
understandable and with examples that make all the complex meanings clear. Their book will help both
novices and experienced researchers find their way to believable and unassailabl e results.”

?Howard S. Becker, author of Tricks of the Trade and Writing for Social Scientists

"Interpretive Research Design offers essential guidance for students and scholars who want to reach beyond
the confines of positivist inquiry. In clear, engaging prose, the authors explain how to develop the key
elements of an interpretive study and communicate them effectively to reviewers and readers. The authors,
both leading figures in contemporary debates over methodology, offer perspectives on research that are
consistently insightful and occasionally (wonderfully) provocative.”

?Joe Soss, University of Minnesota

"Interpretive Research Design is a streamlined, clear, and important discussion of atopic of crucial concern
across the social sciences. Bringing together interpretive principles and practice, this welcome book reminds
us that scholars who study not rocks or genomes but people and communities require a commensurate
understanding of science. Both interpretivists and non-interpretivists who seek greater familiarity with the
tradition must read?and ponder deeply?Schwartz-Shea and Y anow’ s lucid discussion to learn what good
interpretive social science looks, sounds, and feels like."

?Edward Schatz, University of Toronto

"Schwartz-Shea and Y anow clearly demonstrate the stakes, value, and reasoning behind interpretive research
in the field. Both interpretivist and non-interpretivist political scientists desperately need this volume to
achieve their potential for excellence in research: it guidesinterpretivistsin their efforts to conduct
sophisticated yet accessible research on critical topics across the range of subfields in the discipline, and it
allows non-interpretivists to recognize equal excellencein interpretivist and positivist modalities and
insights."

?Cecelia Lynch, University of California, Irvine

"Interpretive Research Design: Concepts and Processes is an indispensable handbook that should have a
place on the bookshelf of every politics, policy and public administration scholar whose work isinformed by
an interpretive approach. More importantly, in regards to shaping the future development of these social
scientific disciplines, Schwartz-Shea and Y anow’ s text should have a place on every Research Design and



Methods syllabi. That way, regardless of their methodological persuasions, students will become as familiar
with the practice of interpretive social science research as they are with alternative approaches."

- Richard Holtzman ,Bryant University, Smithfield

About the Author

Peregrine Schwartz-Shea is Professor of Political Science at the University of Utah. Dvora Yanow is
Guest Professor in the Communication, Philosophy, and Technology sub-department, Faculty of Social
Sciences, at Wageningen University. Together, they are co-editors of Interpretation and Method: Empirical
Research Methods and the Interpretive Turn and created and run the "Methods Café" at both the American
Political Science Association and Western Political Science Association annual meetings. They are also
researching Institutional Review Board (and other ethics review committee) policies and their relationships
with field research.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Sherry Stevens:

The book Interpretive Research Design: Concepts and Processes (Routledge Series on Interpretive Methods)
can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So why must
we leave a good thing like a book Interpretive Research Design: Concepts and Processes (Routledge Series
on Interpretive Methods)? Several of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim in which
book can give many details for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with your book.
Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you may give for each other; you may share al of these. Book
Interpretive Research Design: Concepts and Processes (Routledge Series on Interpretive Methods) has
simple shape but you know: it has great and big function for you. Y ou can look the enormous world by start
and read ae-book. So it is very wonderful.

Michael Herndon:

Spent afree time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or
their particular friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you fed it? Would you like to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? May be reading a book may be option to fill your free of
charge time/ holiday. Thefirst thing you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the e-book untitled Interpretive Research Design: Concepts and Processes
(Routledge Series on Interpretive Methods) can be very good book to read. May beit is usually best activity
to you.

M elanie Pemberton:

In this particular erawhich isthe greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more
special than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you are related



isjust spending your time very little but quite enough to get alook at some books. One of the booksin the
top listing in your reading list is definitely Interpretive Research Design: Concepts and Processes (Routledge
Series on Interpretive Methods). This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer
in turning into precious person. By looking way up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Tyler Woodley:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but also novel and Interpretive Research Design: Concepts and
Processes (Routledge Series on Interpretive Methods) or even others sources were given know-how for you.
After you know how the truly great a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science publication was
created for teacher or students especially. Those publications are helping them to bring their knowledge. In
additional case, beside science book, any other book likes Interpretive Research Design: Concepts and
Processes (Routledge Series on Interpretive Methods) to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of
book like this.
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