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Christopher Collinsintroduces an exciting new field of research traversing
evolutionary biology, anthropology, archaeology, cognitive psychology,
linguistics, neuroscience, and literary study. Pal eopoetics maps the selective
processes that originally shaped the human genus millions of years ago and
prepared the human brain to play, imagine, empathize, and engagein fictive
thought as mediated by language. A manifestation of the "cognitive turn" in the
humanities, Paleopoetics calls for a broader, more integrated interpretation of the
reading experience, one that restores our connection to the ancient methods of
thought production still resonating within us.

Speaking with authority on the scientific aspects of cognitive poetics, Collins
proposes reading literature using cognitive skills that predate language and
writing. These include the brain's capacity to perceive the visible world, store its
images, and retrieve them later to form simulated mental events. Long before
humans could share stories through speech, they perceived, remembered, and
imagined their own inner narratives. Drawing on awide range of evidence,
Collins builds an evolutionary bridge between humans' devel opment of
sensorimotor skills and their achievement of linguistic cognition, bringing current
scientific perspective to such issues as the structure of narrative, the distinction
between metaphor and metonymy, the relation of rhetoric to poetics, the
relevance of performance theory to reading, the difference between orality and
writing, and the nature of play and imagination.
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Christopher Collinsintroduces an exciting new field of research traversing evolutionary biology,
anthropology, archaeology, cognitive psychology, linguistics, neuroscience, and literary study. Paleopoetics
maps the selective processes that originally shaped the human genus millions of years ago and prepared the
human brain to play, imagine, empathize, and engage in fictive thought as mediated by language. A
manifestation of the "cognitive turn” in the humanities, Paleopoetics calls for a broader, more integrated
interpretation of the reading experience, one that restores our connection to the ancient methods of thought
production still resonating within us.

Speaking with authority on the scientific aspects of cognitive poetics, Collins proposes reading literature
using cognitive skills that predate language and writing. These include the brain's capacity to perceive the
visible world, store itsimages, and retrieve them later to form simulated mental events. Long before humans
could share stories through speech, they perceived, remembered, and imagined their own inner narratives.
Drawing on awide range of evidence, Collins builds an evolutionary bridge between humans' development
of sensorimotor skills and their achievement of linguistic cognition, bringing current scientific perspective to
such issues as the structure of narrative, the distinction between metaphor and metonymy, the relation of
rhetoric to poetics, the relevance of performance theory to reading, the difference between orality and
writing, and the nature of play and imagination.
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Editorial Review
Review

Thisisabrilliant book. Its argument is careful and convincing and its presentation is erudite and elegant.
Pal eopoetics presents a history of the co-development of humanity and arts as mutually reinforcing and
defining, ranging from deep prehistory to current concerns of arts and literary study. The ideas which are
developed are drawn from arange of credible, multidisciplinary sources, and a huge range of literary works
serves asfinal close evidence for much of the argument and discussion. This book represents atimely and
major contribution to scholarship.

(Peter Stockwell, University of Nottingham, author of Texture: A Cognitive Aesthetics of Reading)

For the most part, intellectual discussions of language and its evolution focus on grammar and the dry
anatomy of the sentence. Christopher Collins reminds us that language is a so, and probably more
fundamentally, a vehicle of performance, as expressed in ritual, song, folk tales, drama?in aword, poetics. In
coining the term 'paleopoetics,' he recognizes the prehistoric antecedents of poeticsin visual arts, gesture,
mimesis, crafted tools, and what he calls the presymbolic mind. In linking these with our modern
understanding of human cognition and brain function, he offers startling new insights into the nature of
human evolution.

(Michael Corballis, University of Auckland, author of From Hand to Mouth: The Origins of Language)

Exploring the bodily roots of rhetoric and poetry by combining insights from Aristotle to Heidegger, from
Benveniste to Langacker, and from Gestalt psychology to Merlin Donald's theory of human cognitive
evolution and modern neuroscience, Paleopoetics represents a bold synthesis that helps bring closer the 'two
cultures of science and the humanities, extending it further towards performance art and literature. This book
deservesto beread by al interested in the emerging fields of cognitive poetics and cognitive semiotics.

(Jordan Zlatev, Lund University, coeditor of Moving Ourselves, Moving Others: Motion and Emotion in
Inter subjectivity, Consciousness, and Language)

Paleopoeticsis an important book for anyone interested in language, linguistics, discourse, or humanities,
but seems especially timely in today's poetic culture.

(Joel Weishaus Rain Taxi)

Careful and well written.... A worthwhile addition to the literature on the evolution of the arts.
(Richard A. Richards Quarterly Review of Biology)

About the Author



Christopher Collinsis professor emeritus of English at New Y ork University. He is the author of several
books, including Homeland Mythology: Biblical Narrativesin American Culture; Reading the Written
Image: Verbal Play, Interpretation, and the Roots of |conophobia; and The Poetics of the Mind's Eye:
Literature and the Psychology of Imagination.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Angela Gagne:

The ability that you get from Paleopoetics. The Evolution of the Preliterate Imagination will be the more
deep you looking the information that hide inside the words the more you get interested in reading it. It does
not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Paleopoetics. The Evolution of the Preliterate | magination
giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in particular way that can be
understood simply by anyone who read it because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This
specific book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go
along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having that
Paleopoetics: The Evolution of the Preliterate Imagination instantly.

Sophie Clark:

In this period of time globalization it isimportant to someone to find information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find alot of references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon.

Y ou can see that now, alot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended for your requirements is Paleopoetics. The Evolution of the Preliterate Imagination this
publication consist alot of the information on the condition of thisworld now. This specific book was
represented how can the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy
to understand. The actual writer made some study when he makes this book. Here is why this book
acceptable all of you.

Ruth Little:

Aswe know that book is very important thing to add our know-how for everything. By areserve we can
know everything you want. A book is arange of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year had been exactly added. This book Paleopoetics. The Evolution of the Preliterate Imagination was filled
in relation to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific research
competence. Some people has severa feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big good
thing about a book, you can sense enjoy to read a guide. In the modern eralike now, many ways to get book
which you wanted.

Adam Carter:

Some individuals said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a book. They are directly felt the item



when they get a half regions of the book. Y ou can choose the book Paleopoetics: The Evolution of the
Preliterate I magination to make your own personal reading isinteresting. Y our personal skill of reading
proficiency is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to learn it
and mingle the idea about book and examining especially. It isto be first opinion for you to like to open a
book and learn it. Beside that the book Paleopoetics: The Evolution of the Preliterate Imagination can to be a
newly purchased friend when you're feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of the time.
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