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Contemporary understanding of human subjectivity has come a long way since
the Cartesian 'thinking thing' or Freud's view of the self struggling with its
unconscious. We no longer think of ourselves as stable and indivisible units or
combinations thereof - instead, we see the self as constantly reinvented and
reorganised in interaction with others and with its social and cultural
environments. But the world in which we live today is one of uncertainty where
nothing can be taken for granted. Coping with change is a challenge but it also
presents new opportunities.

Uncertainty can be both liberating and oppressive. How does an individual
understand her or his position in the world? Are we as human beings determined
by our genetic heritage, social circumstances and cultural preferences, or are we
free in our choices? How does selfhood emerge? Does it follow the same pattern
of development in all people, all cultures, all ages? Or is it a socio-cultural
construction that cannot be understood outside its historical context? Are the
patterns of selfhood fundamentally changing in the present world? Does new
technology allow us more autonomy or does it tempt us to give up the freedoms
we have?

These are the questions that Zygmunt Bauman and Rein Raud explore in their
engaging and wide-ranging dialogue, combining their competences in sociology,
philosophy and cultural theory to look at how selfhood is produced in social
practice, through language, efforts of self-presentation and self-realisation as well
as interaction with others. An indispensable text for understanding the
complexities of selfhood in our contemporary liquid-modern world.
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Contemporary understanding of human subjectivity has come a long way since the Cartesian 'thinking thing'
or Freud's view of the self struggling with its unconscious. We no longer think of ourselves as stable and
indivisible units or combinations thereof - instead, we see the self as constantly reinvented and reorganised in
interaction with others and with its social and cultural environments. But the world in which we live today is
one of uncertainty where nothing can be taken for granted. Coping with change is a challenge but it also
presents new opportunities.

Uncertainty can be both liberating and oppressive. How does an individual understand her or his position in
the world? Are we as human beings determined by our genetic heritage, social circumstances and cultural
preferences, or are we free in our choices? How does selfhood emerge? Does it follow the same pattern of
development in all people, all cultures, all ages? Or is it a socio-cultural construction that cannot be
understood outside its historical context? Are the patterns of selfhood fundamentally changing in the present
world? Does new technology allow us more autonomy or does it tempt us to give up the freedoms we have?

These are the questions that Zygmunt Bauman and Rein Raud explore in their engaging and wide-ranging
dialogue, combining their competences in sociology, philosophy and cultural theory to look at how selfhood
is produced in social practice, through language, efforts of self-presentation and self-realisation as well as
interaction with others. An indispensable text for understanding the complexities of selfhood in our
contemporary liquid-modern world.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
ZYGMUNT BAUMAN is Professor Emeritus of Sociology at the University of Leeds, UK. His books have
become international bestsellers and have been translated into more than thirty languages.
 
REIN RAUD is Professor of Japanese Studies at the University of Helsinki, Finland, and has been a member
of the Estonian Institute of Humanities in Talinn since its founding in 1988.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Eden Davis:

In other case, little men and women like to read book Practices of Selfhood. You can choose the best book if
you love reading a book. Given that we know about how is important a book Practices of Selfhood. You can
add expertise and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from
book you can learn everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will end up known. About
simple point until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or even
searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel uninterested to go to the
library. Let's go through.

Sandra Gregory:

Book will be written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can learn everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A guide Practices of Selfhood will make you to
possibly be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you
think that open or reading a book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they can be
thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suitable book with you?

Heidi Odom:

Practices of Selfhood can be one of your starter books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight
away because this e-book has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort that will
put every word into delight arrangement in writing Practices of Selfhood although doesn't forget the main
point, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource info that maybe you can be certainly
one of it. This great information may drawn you into new stage of crucial thinking.



Laura Burnham:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen require book to know the change information of year in order to year. As we know
those publications have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can bring us to around the
world. From the book Practices of Selfhood we can consider more advantage. Don't that you be creative
people? Being creative person must prefer to read a book. Simply choose the best book that appropriate with
your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this time book Practices of Selfhood. You can more
desirable than now.
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