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Not since Robert McNamara has a secretary of defense been so hated by the
military and derided by the public, yet played such a critical role in national
security policy—with such disastrous results.

Donald Rumsfeld was a natural for secretary of defense, a position he'd already
occupied once before. He was smart. He worked hard. He was skeptical of the
status quo in military affairs and dedicated to high-tech innovations. He seemed
the right man at the right time-but history was to prove otherwise.

Now Dale Herspring, a political conservative and lifelong Republican, offers a
nonpartisan assessment of Rumsfeld's impact on the U.S. military establishment
from 2001 to 2006, focusing especially on the Iraq War-from the decision to
invade through the development and execution of operational strategy and the
enormous failures associated with the postwar reconstruction of Iraq.

Extending the critique of civil-military relations he began in The Pentagon and
the Presidency, Herspring highlights the relationship between the secretary and
senior military leadership, showing how Rumsfeld and a handful of
advisers—notably Paul Wolfowitz and Douglas Feith—manipulated intelligence
and often ignored the military in order to implement their policies. And he
demonstrates that the secretary's domineering leadership style and trademark
arrogance undermined his vision for both military transformation and Iraq.

Herspring shows that, contrary to his public deference to the generals, Rumsfeld
dictated strategy and operations—sometimes even tactics—to prove his
transformation theories. He signed off on abolishing the Iraqi army, famously
refused to see the need for a counterinsurgency plan, and seemed more than
willing to tolerate the torture of prisoners. Meanwhile, the military became
demoralized and junior officers left in droves.

Rumsfeld's Wars revisits and reignites the concept of "arrogance of power," once
associated with our dogged failure to understand the true nature of a tragic war in
Southeast Asia. It provides further evidence that success in military affairs is
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hard to achieve without mutual respect between civilian authorities and military
leaders—and offers a definitive case study in how not to run the office of
secretary of defense.
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Not since Robert McNamara has a secretary of defense been so hated by the military and derided by the
public, yet played such a critical role in national security policy—with such disastrous results.

Donald Rumsfeld was a natural for secretary of defense, a position he'd already occupied once before. He
was smart. He worked hard. He was skeptical of the status quo in military affairs and dedicated to high-tech
innovations. He seemed the right man at the right time-but history was to prove otherwise.

Now Dale Herspring, a political conservative and lifelong Republican, offers a nonpartisan assessment of
Rumsfeld's impact on the U.S. military establishment from 2001 to 2006, focusing especially on the Iraq
War-from the decision to invade through the development and execution of operational strategy and the
enormous failures associated with the postwar reconstruction of Iraq.

Extending the critique of civil-military relations he began in The Pentagon and the Presidency, Herspring
highlights the relationship between the secretary and senior military leadership, showing how Rumsfeld and
a handful of advisers—notably Paul Wolfowitz and Douglas Feith—manipulated intelligence and often
ignored the military in order to implement their policies. And he demonstrates that the secretary's
domineering leadership style and trademark arrogance undermined his vision for both military
transformation and Iraq.

Herspring shows that, contrary to his public deference to the generals, Rumsfeld dictated strategy and
operations—sometimes even tactics—to prove his transformation theories. He signed off on abolishing the
Iraqi army, famously refused to see the need for a counterinsurgency plan, and seemed more than willing to
tolerate the torture of prisoners. Meanwhile, the military became demoralized and junior officers left in
droves.

Rumsfeld's Wars revisits and reignites the concept of "arrogance of power," once associated with our dogged
failure to understand the true nature of a tragic war in Southeast Asia. It provides further evidence that
success in military affairs is hard to achieve without mutual respect between civilian authorities and military
leaders—and offers a definitive case study in how not to run the office of secretary of defense.
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Editorial Review

Review
?Dale Herspring has written a brilliant and well-researched book analyzing the remarkable failures of the
Rumsfeld Pentagon. It is an important work that provides superb insights and valuable lessons learned.
Herspring is honest, clear, and accurate. This is a must read for all those who desire to understand and never
repeat the mistakes of the past.?—General Anthony C. Zinni, USMC (Retired) ?With careful
documentation and scathing analysis, Herspring demonstrates that Rumsfeld failed in far more than his
management of the Iraq war. This conservative critique of the once-vaunted secretary of defense also
exposes Rumsfeld’s confused approach to military transformation and his arrogant handling of civil-military
relations.?—Charles Stevenson, author of SecDef: The Nearly Impossible Job of Secretary of Defense and
Warriors and Politicians ?Rumsfeld’s Wars is an important analysis of the impact of the most influential
secretary of defense in several generations. . . . Highly recommended.?—John A. Nagl, author of Learning
to Eat Soup with a Knife: Counterinsurgency Lessons from Malaya and Vietnam

From the Back Cover
"Dale Herspring has written a brilliant and well-researched book analyzing the remarkable failures of the
Rumsfeld Pentagon. It is an important work that provides superb insights and valuable lessons learned.
Herspring is honest, clear, and accurate. This is a must read for all those who desire to understand and never
repeat the mistakes of the past."--General Anthony C. Zinni, USMC (Retired)

"With careful documentation and scathing analysis, Herspring demonstrates that Rumsfeld failed in far more
than his management of the Iraq war. This conservative critique of the once-vaunted secretary of defense
also exposes Rumsfeld's confused approach to military transformation and his arrogant handling of civil-
military relations."--Charles Stevenson, author of SecDef: The Nearly Impossible Job of Secretary of Defense
and Warriors and Politicians

"Rumsfeld's Wars is an important analysis of the impact of the most influential secretary of defense in
several generations. . . . Highly recommended."--John A. Nagl, author of Learning to Eat Soup with a Knife:
Counterinsurgency Lessons from Malaya and Vietnam

About the Author
Dale R. Herspring, a retired Foreign Service officer and 32-year veteran of the navy, is University
Distinguished Professor at Kansas State University and the author of The Pentagon and the Presidency:
Civil-Military Relations from FDR to George W. Bush (see page 50) and many other books.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sharon Gaines:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a walk,
shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or maybe read a book titled Rumsfeld's Wars: The



Arrogance of Power (Modern War Studies (Hardcover))? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You
recognize beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do
you agree with it has the opinion or you have some other opinion?

Gerald Hackler:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Rumsfeld's Wars: The Arrogance of Power
(Modern War Studies (Hardcover)) publication written by well-known writer who really knows well how to
make book that could be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written within good manner for
you, still dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still
hesitation Rumsfeld's Wars: The Arrogance of Power (Modern War Studies (Hardcover)) as good book not
simply by the cover but also by content. This is one book that can break don't ascertain book by its cover, so
do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already
alerted you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Victor Elam:

Reading a book to be new life style in this season; every people loves to study a book. When you study a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, due to
the fact book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. If you would like get information about your review, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, as well
as soon. The Rumsfeld's Wars: The Arrogance of Power (Modern War Studies (Hardcover)) provide you
with a new experience in examining a book.

Ronald Smith:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to you personally is Rumsfeld's Wars: The Arrogance of Power (Modern War Studies
(Hardcover)) this book consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This particular
book was represented how does the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer require to explain
it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some exploration when he makes this book. Honestly, that
is why this book suited all of you.
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