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This book explores contemporary practices within the new institution of
international meditation centers in Thailand. It discusses the development of the
lay vipassana meditation movement in Thailand and relates Thai Buddhism to
contemporary processes of commodification and globalisation. Through an
examination of how meditation centers are promoted internationally, the author
considers how Thai Buddhism is translated for and embodied within international
tourists who participate in meditation retreats in Thailand. Shedding new light on
the decontextualization of religious practices, and raising new questions
concerning tourism and religion, this book focuses on the nature of cultural
exchange, spiritual tourism, and religious choice in modernity. With an aim of
reframing questions of religious modernity, each chapter offers a new perspective
on the phenomenon of spiritual seeking in Thailand. Offering an analysis of why
meditation practices appeal to non-Buddhists, this book contends that religions
do not travel as whole entities but instead that partial elements resonate with
different cultures, and are appropriated over time.
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This book explores contemporary practices within the new institution of international meditation centers in
Thailand. It discusses the development of the lay vipassana meditation movement in Thailand and relates
Thai Buddhism to contemporary processes of commodification and globalisation. Through an examination of
how meditation centers are promoted internationally, the author considers how Thai Buddhism is translated
for and embodied within international tourists who participate in meditation retreats in Thailand. Shedding
new light on the decontextualization of religious practices, and raising new questions concerning tourism and
religion, this book focuses on the nature of cultural exchange, spiritual tourism, and religious choice in
modernity. With an aim of reframing questions of religious modernity, each chapter offers a new perspective
on the phenomenon of spiritual seeking in Thailand. Offering an analysis of why meditation practices appeal
to non-Buddhists, this book contends that religions do not travel as whole entities but instead that partial
elements resonate with different cultures, and are appropriated over time.
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Editorial Review

Review
"This is a valuable study for a number of reasons. For example, Chapter 2, ‘‘Theravada Buddhism and the
History of Modern Vipassana,’’ is simply one of the most elucidating treatments of this subject that I know
of. Other chapters offer enlightening ‘‘thick descriptions’’ of how these centers function for spreading the
sasana internationally. But most specifically, this book reveals how meditation, as it spreads beyond
Thailand, is transforming itself into a new global spiritual movement."

Mark MacWilliams, St. Lawrence University

About the Author

Brooke Schedneck is Lecturer of Buddhist Studies in the Institute of Southeast Asian Affairs at Chiangmai
University, Thailand

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lori Thomas:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book Thailand's International Meditation Centers:
Tourism and the Global Commodification of Religious Practices (Routledge Religion in Contemporary Asia
Series). You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Providing we know about how is
important some sort of book Thailand's International Meditation Centers: Tourism and the Global
Commodification of Religious Practices (Routledge Religion in Contemporary Asia Series). You can add
understanding and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, since from book you
can learn everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will end up known. About
simple issue until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or maybe
searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel fed up to go to the library.
Let's go through.

Sandra Lester:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind ability or
thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than can satisfy
your short time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find book that need more time to be
learn. Thailand's International Meditation Centers: Tourism and the Global Commodification of Religious
Practices (Routledge Religion in Contemporary Asia Series) can be your answer since it can be read by you
actually who have those short free time problems.



Regina Nichols:

Reading a book to be new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to study a book. When you go
through a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what
sorts of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and also
soon. The Thailand's International Meditation Centers: Tourism and the Global Commodification of
Religious Practices (Routledge Religion in Contemporary Asia Series) will give you new experience in
examining a book.

Marian Dyer:

You may get this Thailand's International Meditation Centers: Tourism and the Global Commodification of
Religious Practices (Routledge Religion in Contemporary Asia Series) by look at the bookstore or Mall.
Merely viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for your
knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by simply written or printed but additionally can you
enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking by your mobile phone
and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your
guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose
correct ways for you.
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