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Dutch artist Constant Nieuwenhuys (b. 1920) developed his visionary
architectural project New Babylon between 1956 and 1974. Emerging out of the
remarkable activist group the Situationist International, the project was
concerned with issues of "unitary urbanism" and the future of art in a
technocratic society. It has had a major impact on subsequent generations of
artists, architects, and urbanists. Exploring the intersection of drawing,
utopianism, and activism in a multimedia era, The Activist Drawing not only
traces this historical moment but reveals surprisingly contemporary issues about
the relationship between a fully automated environment and human creativity.

Several decades before the current debate about architecture in the supposedly
placeless electronic age, Constant conceived an urban and architectural model
that literally envisaged the World Wide Web. The inhabitants of his New
Babylon drift through huge labyrinthine interiors, perpetually reconstructing
every aspect of the environment according to their latest desires. Walls, floors,
lighting, sound, color, texture, and smell keep changing. This network of vast
"sectors" can be seen as a physical embodiment of the Internet, where people
configure their individual Web sites and wander from site to site without limits.
With its parallels to our virtual world, New Babylon seems as radical today as
when it was created.

The essays explore the relevance of Constant's utopian work to that of his peers
in the Situationist International and experimental architectural movements of the
1960s, as well as later generations of architects and artists. They use Constant's
revolutionary project as a springboard to reconsider the role of drawing in an
electronic age.

Copublished with the Drawing Center, New York City.

Contributors:
Benjamin Buchloh, Constant Nieuwenhuys, Rosalyn Deutsche, Catherine de
Zegher, Elizabeth Diller, Tom McDonough, Martha Rosler, Bernard Tschumi,
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Dutch artist Constant Nieuwenhuys (b. 1920) developed his visionary architectural project New Babylon
between 1956 and 1974. Emerging out of the remarkable activist group the Situationist International, the
project was concerned with issues of "unitary urbanism" and the future of art in a technocratic society. It has
had a major impact on subsequent generations of artists, architects, and urbanists. Exploring the intersection
of drawing, utopianism, and activism in a multimedia era, The Activist Drawing not only traces this historical
moment but reveals surprisingly contemporary issues about the relationship between a fully automated
environment and human creativity.

Several decades before the current debate about architecture in the supposedly placeless electronic age,
Constant conceived an urban and architectural model that literally envisaged the World Wide Web. The
inhabitants of his New Babylon drift through huge labyrinthine interiors, perpetually reconstructing every
aspect of the environment according to their latest desires. Walls, floors, lighting, sound, color, texture, and
smell keep changing. This network of vast "sectors" can be seen as a physical embodiment of the Internet,
where people configure their individual Web sites and wander from site to site without limits. With its
parallels to our virtual world, New Babylon seems as radical today as when it was created.

The essays explore the relevance of Constant's utopian work to that of his peers in the Situationist
International and experimental architectural movements of the 1960s, as well as later generations of
architects and artists. They use Constant's revolutionary project as a springboard to reconsider the role of
drawing in an electronic age.

Copublished with the Drawing Center, New York City.

Contributors:
Benjamin Buchloh, Constant Nieuwenhuys, Rosalyn Deutsche, Catherine de Zegher, Elizabeth Diller, Tom
McDonough, Martha Rosler, Bernard Tschumi, Anthony Vidler, Mark Wigley.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
Constant Anton Nieuwenhuys, born in 1920 in Amsterdam and known simply as Constant, is a printmaker,
painter, and writer. After World War II, he turned his attention to futuristic environments and in the 1950s
and 1960s developed a series of drawings for a utopian city. This was "New Babylon," in which
mechanization allows for liberation from work and a new "situation," with room for the universal expression
of creativity. This volume consists of three sections comprising ten essays with black-and-white illustrations,
separated by high-quality plates of the drawings. Following an interview with the artist, a highly theoretical
and original essay by Wigley (The Architecture of Deconstruction) comments on the nature of architectural
drawing and its relation to the architectural process and its expression. In addition, Anthony Vidler's brief but
insightful essay on spatial diagrams and their relation to utopian visions adds an important dimension to the
book, and Bernard Tschumi's essay, although a mere two and a half pages, is a fascinating taxonomy of
drawing types. For advanced architecture or drawing students and large architecture or fine arts collections.
Paul Glassman, New York Sch. of Interior Design Lib.
Copyright 2002 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

About the Author
Catherine de Zegher was Director of The Drawing Center in New York from 1999 to 2006. She is the editor
of Inside the Visible: An Elliptical Traverse of Twentieth Century Art in, of, and from the Feminine (MIT
Press, 1996).

Mark Wigley is Professor of Architecture at Columbia University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Michael Battle:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or maybe goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are reading
whatever they have because their hobby is actually reading a book. How about the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, individual feel need book if they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this The Activist Drawing: Retracing Situationist Architectures from
Constant's New Babylon to Beyond.

Matthew Wallace:

Book will be written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can know everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A e-book The Activist Drawing: Retracing
Situationist Architectures from Constant's New Babylon to Beyond will make you to become smarter. You
can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think that open or



reading a book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you
searching for best book or acceptable book with you?

Clark Palumbo:

The book untitled The Activist Drawing: Retracing Situationist Architectures from Constant's New Babylon
to Beyond contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains your ex idea with easy method. The
language is very simple to implement all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read it. The
book was published by famous author. The author gives you in the new age of literary works. It is easy to
read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book in anywhere
and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site and also order it. Have a
nice read.

Scott Padilla:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading a book. They are directly felt that when they get a
half parts of the book. You can choose the particular book The Activist Drawing: Retracing Situationist
Architectures from Constant's New Babylon to Beyond to make your personal reading is interesting. Your
current skill of reading skill is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose very simple book to
make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the feeling about book and looking at especially. It is to be first
opinion for you to like to wide open a book and examine it. Beside that the book The Activist Drawing:
Retracing Situationist Architectures from Constant's New Babylon to Beyond can to be your new friend
when you're feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of these time.
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