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Boethius was an eminent public figure under the Gothic emperor Theodoric, and
an exceptional Greek scholar. When he became involved in a conspiracy and was
imprisoned in Pavia, it was to the Greek philosophers that he turned. The
Consolation was written in the period leading up to his brutal execution. It is a
dialogue of alternating prose and verse between the ailing prisoner and his 'nurse'
Philosophy. Her instruction on the nature of fortune and happiness, good and
evil, fate and free will, restore his health and bring him to enlightenment. The
Consolation was extremely popular throughout medieval Europe and his ideas
were influential on the thought of Chaucer and Dante.

For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic
literature in the English-speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin
Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best works throughout history and
across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative
texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and
contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date translations by award-winning
translators.
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Editorial Review

Language Notes
Text: English (translation)
Original Language: Latin

From the Back Cover
The Consolation of Philosophy is perhaps unique in the nature and extent of its influence on Western
thinking.

An eminent public figure under the Gothic emperor Theodoric, Boethius (c. A D 475-525) was also an
exceptional Greek scholar and it was to the Greek philosophers that he turned when he fell from favour and
was imprisoned in Pavia. Written in the period leading up to his brutal execution, it is a dialogue of
alternating prose and verse between the ailing prisoner and his 'nurse' Philosophy, whose instruction on the
nature of fortune and happiness, good and evil, fate and free will, restore his health and bring him to
enlightenment.

The clarity of Boethius's thought and his breadth of vision made The Consolation of Philosophy hugely
popular throughout medieval Europe and his ideas suffused the thought of Chaucer and Dante. This
translation makes it accessible to the modern reader while losing nothing of Boethius's poetic artistry and
philosophical brilliance.

About the Author
Ancius Boethius (c. A.D.480-524) was a Roman philosopher and is considered one of the last authentic
representatives of the classical world, in both his life and writings. It is through Boethius' translations that the
knowledge of Aristotle has survived in the West.

Victor Watts read Classics and English at Merton College Oxford. He is Master of Grey College and part-
time Senior Lecturer in the School of English and Linguistics at Durham University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jess Cooke:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of
new info. When you read a book you will get new information since book is one of a number of ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially fictional works book the author will bring one to imagine the story
how the characters do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other individuals. When
you read this The Consolation of Philosophy (Penguin Classics), you are able to tells your family, friends in
addition to soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a book.



Melanie Fox:

Reading a book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your kids, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve
their skill in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to the book. One of them is this The
Consolation of Philosophy (Penguin Classics).

Maria Swensen:

Beside this particular The Consolation of Philosophy (Penguin Classics) in your phone, it may give you a
way to get closer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you might got here is
fresh from your oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow village. It is
good thing to have The Consolation of Philosophy (Penguin Classics) because this book offers to you
readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you rarely get what it's all about. Oh come on, that
wil happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, like
treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss it? Find this book in addition to read it from today!

Karen Huff:

This The Consolation of Philosophy (Penguin Classics) is fresh way for you who has attention to look for
some information mainly because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you onto it getting
knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having little digest in reading this The Consolation of
Philosophy (Penguin Classics) can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this specific
book is easy to get by anyone. These books develop itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yep I mean
in the e-book type. People who think that in e-book form make them feel tired even dizzy this guide is the
answer. So there isn't any in reading a publication especially this one. You can find what you are looking for.
It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book kind for your better life along with
knowledge.
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