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When Israel declared its independence in 1948, Harry Truman issued a memo
recognizing the Israeli government within eleven minutes. Today, the U.S. and
Israel continue on as partners in an at times controversial alliance—an alliance,
many argue, that is powerfully influenced by the Christian Right. In The Fervent
Embrace, Caitlin Carenen chronicles the American Christian relationship with
Israel, tracing first mainline Protestant and then evangelical support for Zionism.

In the aftermath of the Holocaust, American liberal Protestants argued that
America had a moral humanitarian duty to support Israel. Christian anti-
Semitism had helped bring about the Holocaust, they declared, and so Christians
must help make amends. Moreover, a stable and democratic Israel would no
doubt make the Middle East a safer place for future American interests. Carenen
argues that it was this mainline Protestant position that laid the foundation for the
current evangelical Protestant support for Israel, which is based primarily on
theological grounds.

Drawing on previously unexplored archival material from the Central Zionist
Archives in Israel, this volume tells the full story of the American Christian-
Israel relationship, bringing the various “players”—American liberal Protestants,
American Evangelicals, American Jews, and Israelis—together into one
historical narrative.
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When Israel declared its independence in 1948, Harry Truman issued a memo recognizing the Israeli
government within eleven minutes. Today, the U.S. and Israel continue on as partners in an at times
controversial alliance—an alliance, many argue, that is powerfully influenced by the Christian Right. In The
Fervent Embrace, Caitlin Carenen chronicles the American Christian relationship with Israel, tracing first
mainline Protestant and then evangelical support for Zionism.

In the aftermath of the Holocaust, American liberal Protestants argued that America had a moral
humanitarian duty to support Israel. Christian anti-Semitism had helped bring about the Holocaust, they
declared, and so Christians must help make amends. Moreover, a stable and democratic Israel would no
doubt make the Middle East a safer place for future American interests. Carenen argues that it was this
mainline Protestant position that laid the foundation for the current evangelical Protestant support for Israel,
which is based primarily on theological grounds.

Drawing on previously unexplored archival material from the Central Zionist Archives in Israel, this volume
tells the full story of the American Christian-Israel relationship, bringing the various “players”—American
liberal Protestants, American Evangelicals, American Jews, and Israelis—together into one historical
narrative.
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Editorial Review

Review
"The Fervent Embrace takes a broad approach that sweeps up not simply evangelicals but also, most
intriguingly, the mainline church...The Fervent Embrace is to be commended as thorough and
evenhanded."-Christianity Today

"Carenen's book is particularly welcome as a call for seeing more complexity in the history of American
Protestants' views of Zionism."-H-Net Reviews

"This will be the definitive account."-Politics and Religion

"Just as liberal and conservative Protestants embraced Israel at different points in the twentieth-century, so,
too, will readers embrace this book for its well-written and captivating account of American Protestant
support for Israel."-American Jewish History

"Deeply researched, insightful, and sharply focused, The Fervent Embrace appears at a time when
foreign/international relations history is waking up to the crucial importance of religion in shaping policy.
Carenen’s cutting-edge, discerning analysis will prove valuable to scholars and students of foreign relations
history, domestic politics, and religious studies."
-Frank Castigliola,University of Connecticut

"Stellar...With clarity of purpose and a keen eye for colorful detail and big picture significance, Carenen
manages to offer historians a deeply textured and compelling assessment of this vital yet understudies
dimension of religion and politics in the twentieth-century United States."-Journal of American History

"Carenen tells a compelling and well-documented story. She has done a service to those who study American
attitudes toward Israel and Christian-Jewish relations with this complex narrative."-The American Jewish
Archives Journal

"Highly recommended [for] all academic levels/libraries."-CHOICE

"...a refreshingly multilayered study which grapples with the intersections of government relations, domestic
political evolution, and religious philosophies."-Michelle Mart,Diplomatic History

"The Fervent Embrace is the product of remarkable research and shows a commendable mastery and
balance. A welcome contribution."
-Stephen Spector,Stony Brook University

"A pioneering history"-American Historical Review

"Carenen tells this complex story of shifting Protestant allegiances evenhandedly and, more often than not,
with clarity [...] she is especially thorough in her survey of mainline Protestants."-Christian Century

About the Author



Caitlin Carenen is Assistant Professor of History at Eastern Connecticut State University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Brent Cook:

The book The Fervent Embrace: Liberal Protestants, Evangelicals, and Israel give you a sense of feeling
enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to get your
best friend when you getting tension or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make
reading through a book The Fervent Embrace: Liberal Protestants, Evangelicals, and Israel being your habit,
you can get far more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects.
You are able to know everything if you like start and read a publication The Fervent Embrace: Liberal
Protestants, Evangelicals, and Israel. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia
or other people. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Anita Jones:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can easily
share their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their own reader with
their story or even their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they write
about the information about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or
how to teach children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to
improve their ability in writing, they also doing some research before they write on their book. One of them
is this The Fervent Embrace: Liberal Protestants, Evangelicals, and Israel.

David Hedges:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, ya think reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It okay
you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The Fervent Embrace:
Liberal Protestants, Evangelicals, and Israel which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this
book? Let's notice.

Dona Cole:

This The Fervent Embrace: Liberal Protestants, Evangelicals, and Israel is completely new way for you who
has attention to look for some information because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you
onto it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this The
Fervent Embrace: Liberal Protestants, Evangelicals, and Israel can be the light food for you because the
information inside this particular book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books acquire itself in the
form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in reserve



form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is not any in reading a reserve
especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss that!
Just read this e-book style for your better life as well as knowledge.
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