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Within the field of Islamic Studies, scientific research of Muslim theology is a
comparatively young discipline. Much progress has been achieved over the past
decades with respect both to discoveries of new materials and to scholarly
approaches to the field. The Oxford Handbook of Islamic Theology provides a
comprehensive and authoritative survey of the current state of the field. It
provides a variegated picture of the state of the art and at the same time suggests
new directions for future research.

Part One covers the various strands of Islamic theology during the formative and
early middle periods, rational as well as scripturalist. To demonstrate the
continuous interaction among the various theological strands and its
repercussions (during the formative and early middle period and beyond), Part
Two offers a number of case studies. These focus on specific theological issues
that have developed through the dilemmatic and often polemical interactions
between the different theological schools and thinkers. Part Three covers Islamic
theology during the later middle and early modern periods. One of the
characteristics of this period is the growing amalgamation of theology with
philosophy (Peripatetic and Illuminationist) and mysticism. Part Four addresses
the impact of political and social developments on theology through a number of
case studies: the famous mihna instituted by al-Ma'mun (r. 189/813-218/833) as
well as the mihna to which Ibn 'Aqil (d. 769/1367) was subjected; the religious
policy of the Almohads; as well as the shifting interpretations throughout history
(particularly during Mamluk and Ottoman times) of the relation between
Ash'arism and Maturidism that were often motivated by political motives. Part
Five considers Islamic theological thought from the end of the early modern and
during the modern period.
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Within the field of Islamic Studies, scientific research of Muslim theology is a comparatively young
discipline. Much progress has been achieved over the past decades with respect both to discoveries of new
materials and to scholarly approaches to the field. The Oxford Handbook of Islamic Theology provides a
comprehensive and authoritative survey of the current state of the field. It provides a variegated picture of
the state of the art and at the same time suggests new directions for future research.

Part One covers the various strands of Islamic theology during the formative and early middle periods,
rational as well as scripturalist. To demonstrate the continuous interaction among the various theological
strands and its repercussions (during the formative and early middle period and beyond), Part Two offers a
number of case studies. These focus on specific theological issues that have developed through the
dilemmatic and often polemical interactions between the different theological schools and thinkers. Part
Three covers Islamic theology during the later middle and early modern periods. One of the characteristics of
this period is the growing amalgamation of theology with philosophy (Peripatetic and Illuminationist) and
mysticism. Part Four addresses the impact of political and social developments on theology through a
number of case studies: the famous mihna instituted by al-Ma'mun (r. 189/813-218/833) as well as the mihna
to which Ibn 'Aqil (d. 769/1367) was subjected; the religious policy of the Almohads; as well as the shifting
interpretations throughout history (particularly during Mamluk and Ottoman times) of the relation between
Ash'arism and Maturidism that were often motivated by political motives. Part Five considers Islamic
theological thought from the end of the early modern and during the modern period.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Given its scope and the uniformly high quality of the essays, this volume will be an excellent
resource/textbook for those interested in Islamic theology and philosophy Highly recommended."--CHOICE

About the Author

Sabine Schmidtke is Professor of Islamic Intellectual History at the Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton.
She has published extensively on Islamic and Jewish intellectual history.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lori Leavitt:

Here thing why that The Oxford Handbook of Islamic Theology (Oxford Handbooks) are different and
trustworthy to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good but it depends in the content from it which is
the content is as delightful as food or not. The Oxford Handbook of Islamic Theology (Oxford Handbooks)
giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no
publication that similar with The Oxford Handbook of Islamic Theology (Oxford Handbooks). It gives you
thrill reading journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is
probably can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your
approach home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of The
Oxford Handbook of Islamic Theology (Oxford Handbooks) in e-book can be your option.

William Harris:

The guide untitled The Oxford Handbook of Islamic Theology (Oxford Handbooks) is the e-book that
recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to you
actually. The language that article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The article author was did a lot of research when write the book, so the information that they
share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of The Oxford Handbook of
Islamic Theology (Oxford Handbooks) from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Martin Phair:

The book The Oxford Handbook of Islamic Theology (Oxford Handbooks) has a lot of knowledge on it. So



when you check out this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was compiled by the very famous author.
The writer makes some research just before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can
obtain the point easily after scanning this book.

Margaret Padua:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this The Oxford Handbook of Islamic
Theology (Oxford Handbooks) reserve written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make
book which might be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written inside good manner for you,
still dripping wet every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still hesitation
The Oxford Handbook of Islamic Theology (Oxford Handbooks) as good book not simply by the cover but
also by the content. This is one guide that can break don't ascertain book by its cover, so do you still needing
a different sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already told you so
why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.
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