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A family celebrates Día de Muertos, a holiday for remembering those who have
passed. When the monarch butterflies return to her Mexican countryside, Lupita
knows that Día de Muertos, "the Day of the Dead," is near. She and her favorite
uncle watch the butterflies flutter in the trees. When a butterfly lands on Lupita's
hand, her uncle reminds her that she should never hurt a monarch because they
are believed to be the souls of the departed. Lupita and her family get ready for
the holiday. When the first of November arrives, the family will go to the
cemetery to honor the memories of their loved ones. But this year is
different—Lupita's uncle cannot join them. Now, Lupita learns the true meaning
of the celebration.
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A family celebrates Día de Muertos, a holiday for remembering those who have passed. When the monarch
butterflies return to her Mexican countryside, Lupita knows that Día de Muertos, "the Day of the Dead," is
near. She and her favorite uncle watch the butterflies flutter in the trees. When a butterfly lands on Lupita's
hand, her uncle reminds her that she should never hurt a monarch because they are believed to be the souls of
the departed. Lupita and her family get ready for the holiday. When the first of November arrives, the family
will go to the cemetery to honor the memories of their loved ones. But this year is different—Lupita's uncle
cannot join them. Now, Lupita learns the true meaning of the celebration.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Kindergarten-Grade 4—This lovely picture book effectively blends a poignant story about losing a beloved
relative with a lucid description of Día de Muertos, a Mexican celebration observed during the first two days
of November in which families honor and remember deceased loved ones. As Lupita and her Tío Urbano
welcome the return of the monarchs in the fall, he reminds her that she should be careful not to hurt the
butterflies because they represent the souls of dead relatives but also emphasizes that she should not be afraid
of them. This year, Tío Urbano is an invalid who can only sit and watch while the rest of the family prepares
for Día de Muertos: building an arch of flowers, setting up an altar with photos of deceased relatives,
preparing foods. When her uncle dies a few days before the holiday, Lupita is devastated but finds comfort in
this special celebration. Lovely, bright-hued colored-pencil illustrations depict fluttering butterflies in
pastoral landscapes, a marketplace filled with colorful wares, a poignant scene with Lupita by the bedside of
her comatose uncle, and families gathered together in a cheerfully decorated graveyard. Spanish words are
integrated into the text and a glossary (inexplicably, only one word includes a pronunciation guide) is
provided along with a brief explanation of the holiday.—Kirsten Cutler, Sonoma County Library, CA
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review

"Multicultural customs and monarch butterflies are favorite subjects in classrooms, and this offering nicely
combines the two. (glossary, note)" --Kirkus Reviews

"A quality story. . . . What a great story to use in a science study of life cycles: in this case, butterflies, where
they end their journey and what happens when they get there." --Library Media Connection

About the Author

Judy Goldman was born and lives in Mexico City. Brought up bilingual, she has published eighteen books
in Spanish. Her folktales have appeared in Spider and Highlights for Children magazines, and she has
written academic and newspaper articles about children's literature. She is the regional adviser of the SCBWI
in Mexico.

Rene King Moreno was born in North Carolina and grew up in Indiana. She graduated  from the Rhode
Island School of Design. She is the illustrator of Under the Lemon Moon by Edith Hope Fine and Fiesta! and
Siesta, both by Ginger Foglesong Guy. She lives in Chicago, Illinois.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Flynn:

Here thing why this kind of Uncle Monarch and the Day of the Dead are different and dependable to be
yours. First of all studying a book is good however it depends in the content of computer which is the content



is as scrumptious as food or not. Uncle Monarch and the Day of the Dead giving you information deeper as
different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no reserve that similar with Uncle Monarch
and the Day of the Dead. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing this
happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like
in park your car, café, or even in your approach home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing
the imprinted book maybe the form of Uncle Monarch and the Day of the Dead in e-book can be your
alternate.

James Reed:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read a
book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the entire day to
reading a reserve. The book Uncle Monarch and the Day of the Dead it is very good to read. There are a lot
of individuals who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. In the event you
did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this
book from a smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book features high quality.

Lillian Vaughn:

Guide is one of source of knowledge. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen require book to know the update information of year for you to year. As we know
those guides have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world.
With the book Uncle Monarch and the Day of the Dead we can have more advantage. Don't one to be
creative people? To be creative person must love to read a book. Merely choose the best book that
appropriate with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life by this book Uncle Monarch and the Day of
the Dead. You can more desirable than now.

Kevin Vickers:

Some individuals said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the particular book Uncle Monarch and the Day of
the Dead to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading proficiency is
developing when you such as reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the
opinion about book and reading through especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to open up a
book and learn it. Beside that the book Uncle Monarch and the Day of the Dead can to be a newly purchased
friend when you're sense alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of this time.
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