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The meeting of the Russian and Qing empires in the nineteenth century had
dramatic consequences for Central Asia’'s Muslim communities. Along this
frontier, anew political space emerged, shaped by competing imperial and
spiritual loyalties, cross-border economic and social ties, and the revolutions that
engulfed Russia and Chinain the early twentieth century. David Brophy explores
how a community of Central Asian Muslims responded to these historic changes
by reinventing themselves as the modern Uyghur nation.

As exiles and émigrés, traders and seasonal laborers, a diverse diaspora of
Muslims from China’ s northwest province of Xinjiang spread to Russian
territory, where they became enmeshed in political and intellectual currents
among Russia’ s Muslims. From the many national and transnational discourses
of identity that circulated in this mixed community, the rhetoric of Uyghur
nationhood emerged as arallying point in the tumult of the Bolshevik Revolution
and Russian Civil War. Working both with and against Soviet policy, a shifting
aliance of constituencies invoked the idea of a Uyghur nation to secure a place
for itself in Soviet Central Asiaand to spread the revolution to Xinjiang.
Although its existence was contested in the fractious politics of the 1920s, in the
1930s the Uyghur nation achieved official recognition in the Soviet Union and
China.

Grounded in awealth of little-known archives from across Eurasia, Uyghur
Nation offers a bottom-up perspective on nation-building in the Soviet Union and
Chinaand provides crucia background to the ongoing contest for the history and
identity of Xinjiang.
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The meeting of the Russian and Qing empires in the nineteenth century had dramatic consequences for
Central Asia's Muslim communities. Along this frontier, a new political space emerged, shaped by
competing imperial and spiritual loyalties, cross-border economic and social ties, and the revolutions that
engulfed Russia and Chinain the early twentieth century. David Brophy explores how a community of
Central Asian Muslims responded to these historic changes by reinventing themselves as the modern Uyghur
nation.

As exiles and émigrés, traders and seasonal laborers, a diverse diaspora of Muslims from China' s northwest
province of Xinjiang spread to Russian territory, where they became enmeshed in political and intellectual
currents among Russia' s Muslims. From the many national and transnational discourses of identity that
circulated in this mixed community, the rhetoric of Uyghur nationhood emerged as arallying point in the
tumult of the Bolshevik Revolution and Russian Civil War. Working both with and against Soviet policy, a
shifting alliance of constituenciesinvoked the idea of a Uyghur nation to secure a place for itself in Soviet
Central Asiaand to spread the revolution to Xinjiang. Although its existence was contested in the fractious
politics of the 1920s, in the 1930s the Uyghur nation achieved official recognition in the Soviet Union and
China.

Grounded in awealth of little-known archives from across Eurasia, Uyghur Nation offers a bottom-up
perspective on nation-building in the Soviet Union and China and provides crucial background to the
ongoing contest for the history and identity of Xinjiang.
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Editorial Review

Review

Nothing | have read in the last fifteen years comes close to this work in terms of intellectual breadth,
rigorous analysis, and contribution to the field. This book will not only revolutionize thinking about the
history of the Uyghur nation and the political history of Xinjiang during this period, it will set a new bar for
future scholarship and inspire readers to think again about the processes, challenges, and opportunities within
shifting political landscapes that lead to the creation of nations. (Laura Newby, University of Oxford)

Drawing on sourcesin several languages, this book demonstrates how the idea of a Uyghur nation emerged
in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Brophy shows how intellectualsin Taranchi and
Kashgari communities along the Xinjiang—Russian border, inspired by academic writings on ancient
Uyghurs, negotiated a new concept of Uyghur identity. This study is avaluable contribution to our
understanding of the Uyghur national idea, and to Central Asian and Xinjiang studies. (Ablet Kamalov,
Ingtitute of Oriental Studies, Almaty, Kazakhstan)

Uyghur Nation breaks new ground in the study of modern Xinjiang. David Brophy takes a transnational
approach to the formation of a‘Chinese' ethnic group, offering a convincing account of the impact of tsarist
and particularly Soviet institutions, evolutions, and interventions on the Qing and then Republican Chinese
frontiers. He also demonstrates that the idea of a Uyghur nation had a conflicted, cross-border, twentieth-
century history. Perhaps most important, he unites political, intellectual, social, religious, even economic
history to create a story rooted in local conditions, not simple national or ethnic categories. He has written a
strikingly original and impressive book. (Jonathan Lipman, Mount Holyoke College)

In Uyghur Nation, Brophy transforms our understanding of the history of the Uyghurs. At the center of
Brophy’s attention is the question of how the Muslims of Chinese Turkistan came to imagine themselves as
Uyghur. He traces the emergence of Uyghurist discourse by placing Uyghur history firmly where it
belongs?in the very center of Eurasia at the crossroads of three empires. Brophy relates the emergence of
Uyghurist discourse to developments in Muslim societies of Xinjiang and beyond as they came to terms with
pressures and influences from the Qing, the Russian, and the Ottoman empires. Prodigiously researched
across many archives and in multiple languages, Uyghur Nation is a major work of transnational history that
deserves awide readership. (Adeeb Khalid, Carleton College)

Thiswork on the Uyghurs, a 10-million strong Turkic Muslim minority residing mainly in Xinjiang in
western China, is awelcome contribution to arecent rise in Uyghur studies...A remarkable account of a
people searching for identity at the intersection of empire. (M. Chakars Choice 2016-10-01)

About the Author
David Brophy is aLecturer in Modern Chinese History at the University of Sydney.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Gary Bloomfield:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their own sparetimeto
take awander, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or maybe read a book titled Uyghur
Nation: Reform and Revolution on the Russia-China Frontier? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You
understand beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do
you agree with it is opinion or you have additional opinion?

Amanda Chatham:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try point that really opposite from
that. Just one activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Uyghur Nation: Reform and Revolution
on the Russia-China Frontier, you are able to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still want to miss
it? What kind of hang-out type isit? Oh can occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't have it, oh
come on its called reading friends.

Wanda L eopard:

In this age globalization it isimportant to someone to acquire information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find alot of personal referencesto get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. Y ou can observe that now, alot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to you is Uyghur Nation: Reform and Revolution on the Russia-China Frontier this
publication consist alot of the information of the condition of thisworld now. This kind of book was
represented just how can the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer value to explain it is easy to
understand. The actual writer made some exploration when he makes this book. Here is why this book
suitable all of you.

Rosemarie Cleveland:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book ended up being rare? Why
so many question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book and also novel and Uyghur Nation: Reform and Revolution on the
Russia-China Frontier as well as others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the truly
amazing a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or
students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In other case, beside science e-
book, any other book likes Uyghur Nation: Reform and Revolution on the Russia-China Frontier to make
your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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